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User Guide for Finding Listings of Special Use Waters 
 

What are Special Use Waters? 

Special Use Waters are rivers, streams, and lakes that receive additional water quality protections.  Special 

Use Waters are defined and listed in the Kentucky Administrative Regulations (401 KAR 10:026 and 401 

KAR 10:030).  These special uses include Outstanding State Resource Waters, Outstanding National 

Resource Waters, Coldwater Aquatic Habitat, Reference Reach Streams, Exceptional Waters, as well as 

other categories.  Not included as Special Use Waters are waterbodies designated by default as Warm 

Water Aquatic Habitat (WAH), Primary Contact Recreation (PCR), and Secondary Contact Recreation (SCR) 

and Domestic Water Supply (DWS).  

Definitions for each Special Use Water designation type and additional information can be found on the 

Department’s Special Use Waters website. 

 

Which surface waters are designated as Special Use Waters in Kentucky? 

The interactive Special Use Waters website enables users to search for surface waters that are listed as:  

 Cold Water Aquatic Habitats  

 Outstanding National Resource Waters 

 Exceptional Waters 

 Reference Reach Streams  

 Outstanding State Resource Waters 

 State Wild Rivers  

 Federally Designated Wild River 

 Federally Designated Scenic River 

 

 
 

This website offers two different ways to search for the water in question.  Part A of this guide explains 

how to search by River Basin.  Part B explains how to search by Designation Type. 

 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/frntpage.htm
http://eppcapp.ky.gov/spwaters/
http://eppcapp.ky.gov/spwaters/
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Part A: Search by River Basin 

1. Refer to the map image on the Special Use Waters page to determine the River Basin in which the 

surface water in question is located. 

 

2. Click the  button.  The report results page will populate (The report will default 

to Details for Big Sandy Basin).   

 
 

3. Click the Choose Basin dropdown list.  Select the correct River Basin.  

 
 

4. Click the  button. 

 

 

 

 

[Instructions continue on the next page.] 
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5. A tabular listing of the Special Use Waters in the chosen River Basin will display.  Please note that 

there could be more than one page of listings.

 
 

6. The table can be exported in Excel or Acrobat (PDF) format.  Once exported, the user can easily search 

for the surface water in question. 

a. To export the table, select a format from the dropdown list located near the top of the 

screen.  

 
 

b. Click the  button.  

 

c. Follow the prompts to Open or Save the exported file. 

 

Part B: Search by Designation Type 

1. On the Special Use Waters page, under Search by Designation Type, click on the designation type for 

which you would like to run a report. 
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2. A tabular listing of the state waters of the chosen Designation Type will display.  Please note that there 

could be more than one page of listings.  

 
 

3. The table can be exported in Excel or Acrobat (PDF) format.  Once exported, the user can easily search 

for the surface water in question. 

a. To export the table, select a format from the dropdown list located near the top of the screen.  

 
 

b. Click the  button.  

 

c. Follow the prompts provided to Open or Save the exported file. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Kentucky’s Special Use Waters, please contact: 

 

Andrea Fredenburg 

Kentucky Division of Water 

300 Sower Blvd. 

Frankfort, KY. 40601 

Phone: 502-782-6950 

E-Mail: Andrea.Fredenburg@ky.gov  

mailto:Andrea.Fredenburg@ky.gov

